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/" DIRECTOR'S NOTE

Human beings are storytellers.

Stories are what bind us to one another as a people. Through expressions
of shared experiences and the celebratory passing down of a common
history, we are able to build and preserve culture, which shapes our very
identity. But certain stories (and people) have the ability to transcend
particular cultural expressions by offering a universally inspiring example
of what it means to be fully human and fully alive.

The person whose story is represented in this play is a good examples of just that. This story has
been near and dear to my heart for well over 20 years now and I've seen it inspire people of all
walks of life, just as it continues to inspire me and my life's work. | first learned of Karol Wojtyla's
passion for theater when | was pursuing the same passion as a theater major at the University of
Nebraska in the late 9os. Pope John Paul Il was a monumental spiritual and political figure of the
20th century, and one of the most influential popes ever, beloved by Catholics and non-
Catholics alike. His 1999 Letter Artists was transformative for me and has guided my life's work
ever since. But beyond his gifts as an actor, playwright, and philosopher, | was struck most by his
remarkable courage and the ways in which he put his faith into action amid the horrors of W\WII.
He believed so firmly in the power of beauty to resist evil that he risked his life to form an
underground theater, a little known part of his life that | felt compelled to share because of how
it shaped him--and through him--countless others the world over, reminding us what it means to
be fully human.
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Your most trusted advisor to handle your individual and small business tax needs.
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Catholic Studies | € St Thomas.

Our degree programs explore the impact of the Incarnation on thought and culture.
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Strengthening missions that nurture life, families and faith-filled communities.

BOWEN DESIGN
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Your friendly neighborhood graphic design studio.

We are creating thriving, apostolic parishes and more.
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Meeting your consumer & commercial financial needs in the Twin Cities.
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Commercial and Residential Painters.
Your Home. Your Business. Your Family.

HOLY CROSS

CatHoOLIC CHURCH

i As the world spins, the Cross stands firm.
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SPIRITUALITY CENTER

Walking with you as you notice, name, and respond to the sacred.
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