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DIRECTOR'S NOTE
 

THANK YOU, SEASON SPONSORS!
Interested in becoming a season sponsor? Contact us: freshair@openwindowtheatre.org//612-615-1515

"Tolkien" playwright Ron Reed included an alternate title for this play: "Tol-
lers & Jack: The Story of a Friendship." I mention that because it tells us the 
real story of the show. Friendship. The mere fact that Tolkien and Lewis were 
close friends for many years can be difficult to wrap one’s mind around - 
though it is also comforting in many ways - humanizing. Their friendship had, 
as friendships do, highs and lows. They were close, they grew apart. But the 
place they held in each other’s lives and hearts was undeniable. The play 
follows their friendship over decades, with scenes skipping ahead at times 
months or years. Even though that’s a theatrical convention to condense the 

span of time, it’s also an incredibly honest view of how friendships can persist. When I think of my 
most cherished friendships, time almost has no bearing. Years may go by between meetings - 
and yet it seems as though no time has passed. Many times, I’ve found myself saying to a friend 
“Remember a couple years ago…” - only to soon realize that “a couple” of years was in fact 10 or 20 
years. That sense of time is the lens through which we see Lewis and Tolkien’s friendship. Finally, I 
just wanted to say what a pleasure it has been to bring this show to life with some amazing fellow 
artists and staff here at Open Window Theatre - making some new friends along the way. It feels 
only fitting to return to the worlds of Tolkien and Lewis since I was introduced to my friends here 
at Open Window through productions of "The Hobbit" and "Shadowlands" a couple of years ago… 
sorry - make that 12-13 years ago.     
        —Joe Hendren

Providing experienced, aggressive, and responsive legal services to businesses nationwide.

Your most trusted advisor to handle your individual and small business tax needs.
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Our degree programs explore the impact of the Incarnation on thought and culture.

Key Community Bank of Inver Grove Heights – Supporting our local community for over 25 years.

Serving Catholic individuals, families, schools, and organizations. Join us for good.

Pacem in Terris provides an environment where people come and be alone with God in silence.

THANK YOU, SEASON SPONSORS!
Interested in becoming a season sponsor? Contact us: freshair@openwindowtheatre.org//612-615-1515



 6 

Your friendly neighborhood graphic design studio.

We are a full service General Contractor for all of your home improvement needs!

We are creating thriving, apostolic parishes and more.

Strengthening missions that nurture life, families and faith-filled communities.

THANK YOU, SEASON SPONSORS!
Interested in becoming a season sponsor? Contact us: freshair@openwindowtheatre.org//612-615-1515
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THANK YOU, SEASON SPONSORS!
Interested in becoming a season sponsor? Contact us: freshair@openwindowtheatre.org//612-615-1515

Commercial and Residential Painters.
Your Home. Your Business. Your Family.

Meeting your consumer & commercial financial needs in the Twin Cities.

www.loyolaspiritualitycenter.org

Holy Cross is a Catholic parish in NE Minneapolis with a deep commitment to the arts.
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